
AGENDA 
Crete City Council 

City Hall Council Chambers 
October 19, 2010 

7:00 P.M. 
  

PLEASE STAND AND PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
  

THE CITY HAS POSTED A COPY OF THE OPEN MEETINGS ACT, LAWS OF THE 
STATE OF NEBRASKA, IN THE BACK OF THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS.  ADDITIONAL 
COPIES ARE AVAILABLE TO READ, IF ANYONE WISHES ONE DURING THIS 
MEETING, PLEASE ADVISE.  THE CITY HAS ASSISTIVE LISTENING DEVICES 
AVAILABLE, IF NEEDED PLEASE ADVISE. 

AS EACH AGENDA ITEM IS CONSIDERED, IF THERE ARE ANY QUESTIONS 
CONCERNING THE AGENDA ITEM PLEASE ADVISE.  THE CITY MAY CONSIDER 
ITEMS LISTED ON THE AGENDA IN RANDOM ORDER. 
    
1. ROLL CALL:  (Attendance of Council members will be recorded to determine the 

presence of a quorum for official actions.) 
 
2. PETITIONS-COMMUNICATIONS-CITIZEN CONCERN:  (No action can be taken by the 

council on matters presented under this title except to answer any question posed and/or 
to refer the matter for further action.) 

 
3. SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS:  (The Council may take action to hear testimony in 

favor of or in opposition to, discuss/limit discussion and take action to approve or 
disapprove any matter presented under this title.) 

 
A. Chamber Halloween Parade 
 Explanation: The Crete Chamber of Commerce would like permission to hold the 

Halloween Parade on October 30, 2010 at 10:00 AM 
  
B. Council Vacancy 
 Explanation: The Council vacancy created by the resignation accepted October 5th 

was published October 13th 
 
C. Mayor’s Appointments 
 Explanation: The Mayor would like to appoint the individuals listed to boards and 

committees 
 
D. Minor Subdivision 
 Explanation: Kalkwarf and Smith Attorneys have requested that the City Council 

consider a minor subdivision of property within the City of Crete (Sack’s Addition next 
to Middle School) 

 
E. Special Claim 
 Explanation: Gary Lothrop would like to address the City Council regarding his claim 

that was denied at the last meeting 
 
F. Airport Storage Lease 
 Explanation: A new lease for storage space at the Airport is required 
 
G. New Volunteer Fire Fighter 
 Explanation: The Fire Department has reviewed the application of Shane Renner and 

would like to add him to the roster 
 



 
H. Recycling Operations 
 Explanation: The Public Works Committee has reviewed a request from The 

Garbage Company to make recycling curbside only where possible 
 
I. City Property Appraisal 
 Explanation: The Public Works Committee has reviewed the need for an appraisal of 

property in and adjacent to Tuxedo Park 
 

4. RESOLUTIONS & ORDINANCES:  (The Council may take action to hear testimony in 
favor of or opposition to, discuss/limit discussion and take action to approve or 
disapprove any matter presented under this title.  The Council may take action to waive 
the statutory rule requiring reading on three separate dates on any ordinance being 
considered.  The Council may take action to pass and approve any matter presented 
under this title.)  

 
A. Ordinance  

Explanation:  
 

5. OFFICERS’ REPORTS:  (The following listed reports may be given concerning current 
operations of the city.  Questions may be asked and answered.  No action can be taken 
by the Council on matters presented under this title except to answer any question posed 
and to refer the matter for further action.) 

 
A. Departments Heads, Council Committees, Engineer, Attorney, Mayor 
B. NDOR Letter on Transportation Improvement Program 
C. Board of Zoning Adjustments Minutes 
D. Airport Authority Minutes 
E. Black Hills Newsletter 

 
6. CONSENT AGENDA:  (Council will consider approval of the following items. Explanation 

may occur for each item and the council may approve and or amend and approve the 
items listed.) 

 
A.  Council Minutes 
 1. October 5, 2010 
B.  Council Committee Minutes 
 1.  Public Works October 13, 2010 
C. Treasurer’s Report (file for audit)  
 1. September 30, 2010 (condensed, unaudited) 
D. Regular Claims (as endorsed by Finance Committee)   
  

7. ADJOURNMENT:  
 

THE CITY COUNCIL WILL REVIEW THE ABOVE MATTERS AND TAKE SUCH 
ACTION AS THEY DEEM APPROPRIATE.  THE CITY COUNCIL MAY ENTER INTO 
CLOSED SESSION TO DISCUSS ANY MATTER ON THIS AGENDA WHEN IT IS 
DETERMINED BY THE COUNCIL THAT IT IS CLEARLY NECESSARY FOR 
PROTECTION OF THE PUBLIC INTEREST OR THE PREVENTION OF NEEDLESS 
INJURY TO THE REPUTATION OF AN INDIVIDUAL AND IF SUCH AN INDIVIDUAL HAS 
NOT REQUESTED A PUBLIC MEETING, OR AS OTHERWISE ALLOWED BY LAW.  ANY 
CLOSED SESSION SHALL BE LIMITED TO THE SUBJECT MATTER FOR WHICH THE 
CLOSED SESSION WAS CALLED.  IF THE MOTION TO CLOSE PASSES, THEN THE 
PRESIDING OFFICER IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO THE CLOSED SESSION SHALL 
RESTATE ON THE RECORD THE LIMITATION OF THE SUBJECT MATTER OF THE 
CLOSED SESSION. 
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Black Hills Energy is here to meet the needs of customers and 
provide the service they expect.


That service takes many forms, from 
the basics of providing safe and reliable 
natural gas service to homes and 
businesses in Nebraska; to sending 
accurate, timely bills; to partnering with 
the communities in our service area and 
assisting families with need to pay their 
energy bills.


A new customer 
service – eBill –  
is on the horizon. 


It’s like other Black Hills Energy billing and 
payment services such as CheckLINE, Budget Billing and Annual 
Price Option. With eBill, most customers in Nebraska will soon be 
able to receive and pay their monthly natural gas bill online, free 
of charge.


We are excited to provide this new eBill service. It will be simple, 
dependable, secure and environmentally friendly. Please stay 
tuned for details at www.blackhillsenergy.com and in future 
monthly Black Hills natural gas bills.


CheckLINE is the automated process of paying a customer bill 
from the bank account of the customer. The bill is paid on the due 
date, eliminating penalties for late payments. Budget Billing levels 
out monthly bills over the entire year. 


Customers who anticipate having problems paying winter  
natural gas bills should contact the company immediately to 
arrange a payment plan or to be referred to their local energy 
assistance agency.


The reason we encourage customers to call us right away is 
because their options usually are greater the earlier they call. We 
want to do all we can to help customers who need assistance.


Annual Price Option, exclusive to Nebraska residential customers, 
locks in the customer’s per-therm price for natural gas for one 
year. The customer is billed the same per-unit price for natural gas 
used throughout the contract period regardless of changes in the 
market price of natural gas. Sign-up for 2010-11 ended Oct. 1.


For more information about these or any Black Hills Energy 
program, product or service, call the company’s 24-hour customer 
service center at 888-890-5554, or visit www.blackhillsenergy.
com. Customers wanting more information about APO should go 
to www.annualpriceoption.com or call the APO information line  
at 800-753-7509.


The Nebraska Public Service Commission approved an $8.3 million 
rate increase for Black Hills Energy.


Black Hills requested a $12.1 million increase in its rate 
application filed Dec. 1, 2009.


The increase equates to an approximate $3.85-per-month or 
6-percent increase over previous permanent rates for residential 
customers and a 57-cents-per-month or .2-percent increase over 
previous permanent rates for commercial customers.


The new rates are 2.3 percent less than interim rates that began 
March 1, 2010.


As a result of final approved rates being lower than interim rates, 
customers will receive a refund, with interest, of the difference that 
has been collected since March 1 and the implementation of final 
rates that are effective Sept. 1, 2010.


Service takes many forms  
at Black Hills Energy


CommunityLINK October 2010
News from Black Hills Energy, your natural gas provider and community partner


Dan Mechtenberg,  
Vice President,  
Nebraska Gas 
Operations


Public service commission issues rate case order
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Because natural gas is clean, abundant and 
reliable, natural gas fueled vehicles are gaining 
momentum, with approximately 11 million on the 
road around the world today.


Why natural gas as a vehicle fuel? Economics play 
a large part. Natural gas is affordable. Over the past 
14 years, natural gas has been 25 percent to 34 
percent cheaper than diesel fuel and approximately 
one-third less expensive than gasoline. At today’s 
utility rates, and when all government credits are 
considered, a “gasoline gallon equivalent” of natural 
gas offers saving of $1 to $1.65 per gallon.


Environmental and U.S energy security concerns also play an important 
role. Advanced engine and vehicle technologies have made natural gas a 
compatible fuel source for daily driving. 


Governmental and private entities have identified converting their fleets 
to natural gas as an economic and environmental tactic in their strategic 
plan. Enticing tax credits also are available to encourage the use of NGVs.


NGVs are used in a variety of fleets, including taxi and shuttle services; 
food, beverage and other delivery businesses; refuse companies; school 
bus fleets; a wide variety of private and public work trucks such as 
sweepers, dump trucks and plows; and transit buses.


Of the 11 million NGVs, approximately 130,000 are in the U.S. Twenty 
percent of all new transit buses on order nationwide now are natural gas 
powered, and more than 25 manufacturers produce 100 models of light-, 
medium- and heavy-duty natural gas vehicles and engines in the  
United States.


Natural gas also is abundant and is the preferred fuel for heating more 
than 70 million U.S. homes and businesses. According to Natural Gas 
Vehicles for America, domestic reserves of natural gas are estimated to 
be twice that of petroleum, based on current consumption. That means 
more than 100 years of proven natural gas reserves.


And natural gas is domestic, with 98 percent of all natural gas consumed 
in the United States produced in North America.


For more information about how NGVs can help your business or 
community, contact Paul Cammack, Black Hills Energy senior external 
affairs manager, at 402-437-1776, or paul.cammack@blackhillscorp.com.
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Black Hills Energy holding  
pipeline safety meetings for public officials
Black Hills Energy and the Nebraska Pipeline Association are holding annual pipeline safety 
meetings for local emergency officials in September and October.


The purpose of the meetings is education and training for emergency responders in the 
communities where Black Hills Energy provides natural gas service. They also allow Black 
Hills Energy employees to meet with responders and help the company meet federal pipeline 
public awareness requirements. 


“Your emergency response team is invited to participate,” said Nathan Stewart, Black Hills 
Energy state compliance specialist. For more information, contact Stewart at 402-437-1734 
or nathan.stewart@blackhillscorp.com.


Schedule of Black Hills, 
Nebraska Pipeline Association 
pipeline safety meetings
· Sept. 30: York, Neb., 6 p.m.


· Oct. 6: Lincoln, Neb., 11:30 a.m.


· Oct. 12: Beatrice, Neb., 6 p.m.


· Oct. 13: Auburn, Neb., 6 p.m.


· Oct. 14: Bellevue, Neb., 11:30 a.m.


· Oct. 19: South Sioux City, Neb., 6 p.m.


· Oct. 20: Norfolk, Neb., 6 p.m.


· Oct. 21: Blair, Neb., 6 p.m.


Natural Gas Vehicles
A perfect fit for iNterests biG ANd smAll


Because natural gas is clean, abundant and reliable, natural 
gas-fueled vehicles (NGVs) have been gaining momentum, with 
approximately 10 million on the road around the world today. 


To accommodate customers’ growing interest in NGVs, Black Hills 
Energy’s experts have developed methods to assist businesses 
in our service territories to make NGVs a reality. We serve as 
“information brokers” to interested customers by providing 
information on topics such as vehicles, fueling infrastructure and 
tax credits. We also facilitate customer contact with potential 
vendors and contractors.


Our current focus is to work with business customers to convert 
fleet vehicles to operate on natural gas. Since each business is 
unique, we must be flexible in order to meet various needs.  This 
could include installing necessary regulated assets to serve fleets, 
infrastructure planning with area vendors, and innovative and cost-
effective fueling solutions.


Why natural gas as a vehicle fuel? 
Natural gas is abundant, and is the preferred fuel for heating more 
than 70 million U.S. homes and businesses. According to Natural 
Gas Vehicles for America (NGVA), domestic reserves of natural gas 
are estimated to be twice that of petroleum, based on  
current consumption. That means more than 100 years of proven 
natural gas reserves. And natural gas is domestic, with 98 percent 
of all natural gas consumed in the United States produced in 
North America.


Recent technological advancements to engines and vehicles have 
made natural gas a compatible fuel source for day-to-day driving. 
The enticing tax credits available to encourage the use of NGVs are 
an added bonus. 


In addition, natural gas is affordable. Over the past 14 years, 
natural gas has been 25 percent to 34 percent cheaper than 
diesel and approximately one-third less expensive than gasoline. 
At today’s rates, and when all government credits are considered, a 
“gasoline gallon equivalent” of natural gas costs less than $1!


A  N e w s l e t t e r  f o r  N a t u r a l  G a s  C u s t o m e r s
Connected


August 2010


Abundant - Domestic - Clean - Reliable


Powered by


Abundant - Domestic - Clean - Reliable


Abundant - Domestic - Clean - Reliable


Powered by


Abundant
Domestic


Clean
Reliable


Powered by


Powered by


Can natural gas vehicles help balance future budgets?


Black Hills Energy is a member of
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· Adams


· Aurora


· Beatrice


· Bee


· Bennet


· Bradshaw


· Cheney


· Clatonia


· Cortland


· Crete


· David City


· DeWitt


· Dorchester


· Eagle


· Elsner Estates


· Exeter


· Fairmont


· Firth


· Friend


· Garrison


· Geneva


· Grafton


· Greenwood


· Hallam


· Hampton


· Hickman


· Holland


· Lincoln


· Milford


· Osceola


· Palmyra


· Panama


· Plymouth


· Rising City


· Seward


· Shelby


· Staplehurst


· Ulysses


· Walton


· Waverly


· Wilber


· Woodland Hills


· York


CommunityLINK


Black Hills Energy works closely  
with local fire departments 
Nearly 100 firefighters from 10 Nebraska 
fire departments are better prepared to 
deal with natural gas incidents as a result 
of Black Hills Energy natural gas fire safety 
training this summer.


Natural gas is a safe fuel and this 
training, conducted by Black Hills natural 
gas operations trainers, covered the 
characteristics of natural gas and provided 
firefighters the opportunity to practice 


techniques to effectively contain and 
extinguish actual natural gas fires under 
controlled circumstances using portable fire 
extinguishers and hose streams.


Fire departments participating in sessions 
hosted by the Wayne and Gretna fire 
departments were from Winside, Wakefield, 
Winnebago, Jackson/Dakota City, La Vista, 
Papillion, Ashland and Springfield.
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At your service: Mike Kisicki, Black Hills Energy director of gas engineering
Black Hills Energy provides natural gas service to 196,000 Nebraska 
customers through an underground system of natural gas mains 


and pipelines that comprise the company’s 
distribution systems.


System design and compliance with state and 
federal pipeline operations regulations form 
the foundation of Black Hills’ commitment to 
providing safe, reliable natural gas service, and 
are the responsibility of Nebraska registered 
professional civil engineer Mike Kisicki.


Kisicki was recently named director of gas engineering services for Black 
Hills Energy, overseeing gas system design services and gas engineering 
and operations standards for Black Hills Energy’s four-state natural gas 
territory that serves nearly 525,000 customers in 321 communities.


In Nebraska, Black Hills owns and operates 6,919 miles of intrastate 
gas transmission pipelines, and gas distribution mains and service lines.


The Gas Engineering Department also ensures company employee 
training and qualifications meets the requirements of the U.S. 
Department of Transportation.


“Safe, reliable natural gas systems are our goal,” said Kisicki. “We’re 
proud of the proven methods we use to keep our systems modern and 
operating safely and efficiently.”


Kisicki has 29 years of gas system engineering experience and a 
bachelor’s degree in engineering from the University of Nebraska, and a 
master’s degree in business administration from Creighton University.


Kisicki


2010 technology investment brings automated  
and improved meter reading to 13 communities 
When Black Hills Energy completes its 
2010 automated meter reading project in 
October, it will mean an additional 9,200 
customers in 13 communities will benefit 
from the AMR technology. 


“Automated meter reading is one of 
the ways we use technology to improve 
service and customer convenience, and 
increase operational efficiencies,” said Rick 
Schwartz, South Region operations manager 
and 2010 AMR project manager.


With this year’s expansion, approximately 
118,000 of Black Hills Energy’s 196,000 
Nebraska customers now have AMR. The 
company has been using AMR in Nebraska 
since the late 1980s. 


Black Hills reads AMR meters by driving a 
vehicle containing a data collector along 
city streets. The data collector sends a 
signal to an encoder-receiver-transmitter on 
each meter that transmits meter readings  
to the data collector. The information is 
then transferred to Black Hills Energy’s 
billing system and the customer’s monthly 
natural gas bill generated. Estimated meter 
reads are nearly eliminated, increasing 
billing accuracy. 


Black Hills Energy customers who have 
billing questions can call toll free at 
888-890-5554, 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week. Additional automated meter 
reading information is available at www.
blackhillsenergy.com/customers/amr_ami.


Nebraska communities served 
by Black Hills Energy that have 
automated meter reading
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How to Contact Us
CommunityLINK 
Black Hills Energy publishes CommunityLINK for city officials and 
community leaders. We welcome your feedback, including other 
topics you’re interested in. Please contact Becky Ferrill at 402-
437-1724; email, becky.ferrill@blackhillscorp.com; or mail, Black 
Hills Energy, P.O. Box 83008, Lincoln, NE, 68501. Also let us know 
if you wish to:


n  Receive CommunityLINK by e-mail.
n  Add someone to the e-mail list for the newsletter.
n  No longer receive CommunityLINK.


©2010 • NE_820_10


Customer Service
888-890-5554


Emergency Service
800-694-8989


1600 Windhoek Drive
Lincoln, NE 68512


CommunityLINK
News from Black Hills Energy, your natural gas provider and community partner


Winter natural gas prices expected to be similar to last winter
Black Hills Energy customers should expect to pay about the same 
per-unit price for the natural gas commodity this winter as they did 
last winter. The natural gas commodity portion of the bill typically 
accounts for 65 percent to 75 percent of a residential bill and 
represents what Black Hills Energy pays for the actual commodity.


“Natural gas is a clean, abundant and reliable fuel, and as a 
state-regulated utility, we’re glad to pass natural gas prices to our 


customers without markup,” said Dan Mechtenberg, Black Hills 
Energy Nebraska vice president of gas operations.


Black Hills uses a portfolio purchasing strategy to manage volatility 
and remain competitively priced.


Black Hills Energy anticipates prices will remain steady during the 
heating season due in large part to high storage levels stemming 
from the sluggish economy and resulting lack of demand for natural 
gas for manufacturing. Also contributing to low prices are vast new 
discoveries of natural gas in the United States.


Wholesale prices, however, can change quickly due to unforeseen 
events such as hurricanes affecting Gulf production or sustained 
frigid weather depleting reserves.


“Regardless the price, we encourage customers to increase 
the efficiency of their homes and businesses to reduce energy 
consumption, which translates into savings on their monthly bill,” 
Mechtenberg said.
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REGULAR MEETING 
Crete City Council 


City Hall Council Chambers 
October 5, 2010 


Mayor Tom Crisman called the regular meeting of the City Council to order at 
7:00 p.m.  Notice of the meeting was given by posting and publishing in The Crete 
News, the appointed method for giving notice as shown by the Proof of Publication 
attached to the minutes.  Advance notice of the meeting also given to the Mayor and 
City Council.  Pursuant to Section 84-1412(8) of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act, 
the City has posted a current copy of the Open Meetings Act, Laws of the State of 
Nebraska, in the back of the Council Chambers.  Additional copies are available to 
read.  If one is needed during this meeting, please advise.  As each Agenda item is 
considered; if there are any questions concerning the Agenda item, please advise. 
The City may consider items listed on the agenda in random order. All proceedings 
shown were taken while the meeting was open to the attendance of the public. 


Mayor Crisman presided and City Clerk Jerry Wilcox recorded the minutes. 
Those in attendance pledged allegiance to the flag. 
AGENDA ITEM 1 - ROLL CALL (Attendance of the Council members will be 


recorded to determine the presence of a quorum for official actions.)   
Answering roll call were the following council members: Jack Oelschlager, 


Charles Vyhnalek, Dave Bauer, Tom Busboom and Roger Foster.  Absent was 
Margaret Kohl.  


AGENDA ITEM 2 - PETITIONS-COMMUNICATIONS-CITIZEN CONCERN:  
(No action can be taken by the Council on matters presented under this title except 
to answer any question posed and/or to refer the matter for further action.) 


None. 
AGENDA ITEM 3 - SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS:  (The Council may 


take action to hear testimony in favor of or in opposition to, discuss/limit discussion 
and take action to approve or disapprove any matter presented under this title.)  


A. Public Hearing – Flood Plain Map – 7:05 PM 
Council member Oelschlager made a motion to open a public hearing at 7:05 


PM for the purpose of hearing support, opposition, criticism, suggestions or 
observations of citizens relating to the proposed amended flood plain map.  Council 
member Vyhnalek seconded the motion.  Voting aye:  Oelschlager, Vyhnalek, 
Bauer, Busboom and Foster.  Voting no: None.  Absent:  Kohl.  Motion carried. 


Artie Kubicek of 2409 Main Avenue has some questions about why the flood 
plain designation was needed because there has not been a flood for 70 years.  He 
also asked how to be removed from the flood plain.  With the adoption of the 
amended flood plain map, first class cities will be able to amend the map from time 
to time when needed.  New survey benchmarks will be established soon for City 
infrastructure work and that will give Mr. Kubicek an idea of whether he could be 
eligible for a local map amendment to remove his property from the flood plain. 


Council member Oelschlager made a motion to close the public hearing at 
7:15 PM. Council member Foster seconded the motion.  Voting aye:  Oelschlager, 
Vyhnalek, Bauer, Busboom and Foster.  Voting no: None.  Absent:  Kohl.  Motion 
carried.  Adoption of the map will be by ordinance. 


B. Sokol Hall Haunted House 
Nate Walenta and Bruce Cerny requested permission from the City Council to 


place a trailer on the east side of Norman Avenue north of 12th Street as part of the 
Sokol Hall Haunted House as they have in the past.  They will also be providing a 
live clown as target practice for paint ball shooting enthusiasts. 


Council member Busboom made a motion to approve the parking of the trailer 
on Norman Avenue.  Council member Oelschlager seconded the motion.  Voting 
aye:  Oelschlager, Vyhnalek, Bauer, Busboom and Foster.  Voting no: None.  
Absent:  Kohl.  Motion carried. 
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C. Nebraska Department of Roads Bridge Inspection Agreement 
An agreement was presented to the City Council that provided for the 


Department of Roads to do the annual inspection of fracture critical bridges in the 
City.  West 13th Street and Tuxedo Park Road are the two bridges that need this 
inspection.  City personnel can do the inspections on the other concrete and wood 
bridges.  The agreement will be approved by resolution. 


D. Windstream Right-of-Way Request 
The City Council was presented with two requests from Windstream for 


permission to relocate services within the City right-of-way.  Public Works Director 
Ourada reported that this work was required due to the improvements to West 13th 
Street and recommended granting the permission. 


Council member Bauer made a motion to permit the work to be done in the 
City right-of-way.  Council member Oelschlager seconded the motion.  Voting aye:  
Oelschlager, Vyhnalek, Bauer, Busboom and Foster.  Voting no: None.  Absent:  
Kohl.  Motion carried. 


E. Special Claim 
The Clerk presented the City Council with a claim of $550.00 from Gary 


Lothrop for repairs to the front door of an apartment at 1046 Ivy Avenue.  The Clerk 
reported that the information was submitted to the insurance carrier and the policy 
that covers that type of liability has a $2,500 deductible so it would have to be paid 
from insurance contingency funds. 


Council member Vyhnalek stated that on welfare checks the police should not 
have to worry about locating a key and did not think the City should be held liable 
for this type of damage.  Council member Busboom expressed concern about the 
amount of time that had lapsed before the door was repaired. 


Council member Vyhnalek made a motion to deny the claim.  Council member 
Busboom seconded the motion.  Voting aye:  Oelschlager, Vyhnalek, Bauer, 
Busboom and Foster.  Voting no: None.  Absent:  Kohl.  Motion carried. 


F. Street Sweeper 
The Public Works Committee has reviewed information about replacing the 


street sweeper.  The current sweeper is 15 years old and is used on a daily basis.  
Funds are available in the Street Reserve Fund to make the purchase of 
approximately $170,000. 


Council member Busboom made a motion to have plans and specifications 
developed for a request for bids.  Council member Vyhnalek seconded the motion.  
Voting aye:  Oelschlager, Vyhnalek, Bauer, Busboom and Foster.  Voting no: None.  
Absent:  Kohl.  Motion carried. 


G. Computer Network, Email Server and Backup System 
The Public Works Committee has reviewed information concerning the 


network and email server that is over 7 year old and the network backup system 
that needs replaced.  Funds would be used from the Combined Utility Fund to make 
the purchase of approximately $20,000. 


Council member Busboom made a motion to approve the purchase of the 
network, email and backup equipment.  Council member Vyhnalek seconded the 
motion.  Voting aye:  Oelschlager, Vyhnalek, Bauer, Busboom and Foster.  Voting 
no: None.  Absent:  Kohl.  Motion carried. 


H. Council Vacancy 
The Mayor presented the Council with a letter of resignation from Council 


member Margaret Kohl.  She has moved outside Ward 2. 
Council member Oelschlager made a motion to accept the resignation with 


regret.  Council member Busboom seconded the motion.  Voting aye:  Oelschlager, 
Vyhnalek, Bauer, Busboom and Foster.  Voting no: None.  Absent:  Kohl.  Motion 
carried. 


I. My Bar KENO 
The Clerk reported that the City Council needed to approve the transfer of the 


My Bar KENO operations from Cindy Kubicek to Rachael and Chase Reed.  
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Council member Vyhnalek made a motion to approve the transfer of KENO 
operations.  Council member Oelschlager seconded the motion.  Voting aye:  
Oelschlager, Vyhnalek, Bauer, Busboom and Foster.  Voting no: None.  Absent:  
Kohl.  Motion carried. 


J. First Class Cities Highway Funding Agreement 
Public Works Director Tom Ourada reported that the need for this interlocal 


agreement with the other first class cities in Nebraska is to ensure that the federal 
funding intended for first class cities does indeed go toward improvements in first 
class cities.  In the past some money not used for first class cities was used by the 
state to complete projects. 


Council member Busboom made a motion to approve the interlocal 
agreement.  Council member Vyhnalek seconded the motion.  Voting aye:  
Oelschlager, Vyhnalek, Bauer, Busboom and Foster.  Voting no: None.  Absent:  
Kohl.  Motion carried. 


AGENDA ITEM 4 - RESOLUTIONS & ORDINANCES:  (The Council may 
take action to hear testimony in favor of or opposition to, discuss/limit discussion 
and take action to approve or disapprove any matter presented under this title.  The 
Council may take action to waive the statutory rule requiring reading on three 
separate dates on any ordinance being considered.  The Council may take action to 
pass and approve any matter presented under this title.) 


A. Ordinance 1773 Flood Plain Map 
Council member Bauer introduced Ordinance 1773 and moved that the 


statutory rule requiring reading on three days be suspended.  The Clerk was 
directed to read the ordinance by title. 


AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CRETE, NEBRASKA, TO AMEND 
CHAPTER 11, ARTICLE 2, SECTION 11-202 PERTAINING TO OFFICIAL 
ZONING MAP; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF ALL ORDINANCES AND PARTS 
OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION 
OF THIS ORDINANCE IN PAMPHLET FORM; AND PROVIDING FOR A TIME 
WHEN THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BE IN FULL FORCE AND EFFECT. 


Council member Busboom seconded the motion.  Voting aye: Oelschlager, 
Vyhnalek, Bauer, Busboom and Foster.  Voting no: None.  Absent: Kohl.  Motion 
carried. 


The Clerk was directed to read the ordinance by title.  Council member 
Busboom moved for final passage of Ordinance 1773.  Council member Vyhnalek 
seconded the motion.  Voting aye: Oelschlager, Vyhnalek, Bauer, Busboom and 
Foster.  Voting no: None.  Absent: Kohl.  Motion carried.  Mayor Crisman declared 
Ordinance 1773 as an ordinance of the City of Crete, Nebraska.  The Clerk was 
directed to publish the ordinance. 


B. Ordinance 1768 Flood Plain Districts 
Council member Busboom introduced Ordinance 1768 and moved that the 


statutory rule requiring reading on three days be suspended.  The Clerk was 
directed to read the ordinance by title. 


AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CRETE, NEBRASKA, TO AMEND 
CHAPTER 11, ARTICLE 4, SECTION 11-401 OF THE CITY CODE OF CRETE, 
NEBRASKA, PERTAINING TO FLOOD PLAIN DISTRICTS; STATUTORY 
AUTHORIZATION, FINDINGS OF FACT AND PURPOSES; PROVIDING FOR 
PUBLICATION OF THIS ORDINANCE IN PAMPHLET FORM; PROVIDING FOR A 
TIME WHEN THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BE IN FULL FORCE AND EFFECT; AND 
PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF ALL ORDINANCES AND PARTS OF 
ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH. 


Council member Oelschlager seconded the motion.  Voting aye: Oelschlager, 
Vyhnalek, Bauer, Busboom and Foster.  Voting no: None.  Absent: Kohl.  Motion 
carried. 


The Clerk was directed to read the ordinance by title.  Council member 
Busboom moved for final passage of Ordinance 1768.  Council member Vyhnalek 
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seconded the motion.  Voting aye: Oelschlager, Vyhnalek, Bauer, Busboom and 
Foster.  Voting no: None.  Absent: Kohl.  Motion carried.  Mayor Crisman declared 
Ordinance 1768 as an ordinance of the City of Crete, Nebraska.  The Clerk was 
directed to publish the ordinance. 


C. Ordinance 1769 Flood Plain Districts  
Council member Busboom introduced Ordinance 1769 and moved that the 


statutory rule requiring reading on three days be suspended.  The Clerk was 
directed to read the ordinance by title. 


AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CRETE, NEBRASKA, TO AMEND 
CHAPTER 11, ARTICLE 4, SECTION 11-402 OF THE CITY CODE OF CRETE, 
NEBRASKA, PERTAINING TO FLOOD PLAIN DISTRICTS; GENERAL 
PROVISIONS; PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION OF THIS ORDINANCE IN 
PAMPHLET FORM; PROVIDING FOR A TIME WHEN THIS ORDINANCE SHALL 
BE IN FULL FORCE AND EFFECT; AND PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF ALL 
ORDINANCES AND PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH. 


Council member Vyhnalek seconded the motion.  Voting aye: Oelschlager, 
Vyhnalek, Bauer, Busboom and Foster.  Voting no: None.  Absent: Kohl.  Motion 
carried. 


The Clerk was directed to read the ordinance by title.  Council member 
Busboom moved for final passage of Ordinance 1769.  Council member Vyhnalek 
seconded the motion.  Voting aye: Oelschlager, Vyhnalek, Bauer, Busboom and 
Foster.  Voting no: None.  Absent: Kohl.  Motion carried.  Mayor Crisman declared 
Ordinance 1769 as an ordinance of the City of Crete, Nebraska.  The Clerk was 
directed to publish the ordinance. 


D. Ordinance 1770 Flood Plain Districts 
Council member Busboom introduced Ordinance 1770 and moved that the 


statutory rule requiring reading on three days be suspended.  The Clerk was 
directed to read the ordinance by title. 


AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CRETE, NEBRASKA, TO AMEND 
CHAPTER 11, ARTICLE 4, SECTION 11-409 OF THE CITY CODE OF CRETE. 
NEBRASKA, PERTAINING TO FLOOD PLAIN DISTRICTS; NONCONFORMING 
USE; PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION OF THIS ORDINANCE IN PAMPHLET 
FORM; PROVIDING FOR A TIME WHEN THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BE IN FULL 
FORCE AND EFFECT; AND PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF ALL 
ORDINANCES AND PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH. 


Council member Vyhnalek seconded the motion.  Voting aye: Oelschlager, 
Vyhnalek, Bauer, Busboom and Foster.  Voting no: None.  Absent: Kohl.  Motion 
carried. 


The Clerk was directed to read the ordinance by title.  Council member 
Busboom moved for final passage of Ordinance 1770.  Council member Vyhnalek 
seconded the motion.  Voting aye: Oelschlager, Vyhnalek, Bauer, Busboom and 
Foster.  Voting no: None.  Absent: Kohl.  Motion carried.  Mayor Crisman declared 
Ordinance 1770 as an ordinance of the City of Crete, Nebraska.  The Clerk was 
directed to publish the ordinance. 


E. Resolution 2010-25 Bridge Inspection Agreement 
Council member Busboom introduced Resolution 2010-25 and moved that it 


be approved.  The Clerk was directed to read the resolution by title. 
A RESOLUTION ADOPTING AND APPROVING THE EXECUTION OF AN 


AGREEMENT WITH THE STATE OF NEBRASKA, DEPARTMENT OF ROADS,    
REGARDING     THE NATIONAL  BRIDGE INSPECTION STANDARDS 
RESPONSIBILITIES 


Council member Oelschlager seconded the motion.  Voting aye: Oelschlager, 
Vyhnalek, Bauer, Busboom and Foster.  Voting no: None.  Absent: Kohl.  Motion 
carried. 


F. Ordinance 1771 Employee Pension Committee 
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Council member Busboom introduced Ordinance 1771 and moved that the 
statutory rule requiring reading on three days be suspended.  The Clerk was 
directed to read the ordinance by title. 


AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CRETE, NEBRASKA, PERTAINING TO 
ADMINISTRATION INCORPORATION OF CITY PENSION PLAN; RETIREMENT 
COMMITTEE CITY MEMBERS; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF ALL, 
ORDINANCES AND PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; 
PROVIDING FOR A TIME WHEN THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BE IN FULL FORCE 
AND EFFECT; AND PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION OF THIS ORDINANCE IN 
PAMPHLET FORM. 


Council member Oelschlager seconded the motion.  Voting aye: Oelschlager, 
Vyhnalek, Bauer, Busboom and Foster.  Voting no: None.  Absent: Kohl.  Motion 
carried. 


The Clerk was directed to read the ordinance by title.  Council member 
Busboom moved for final passage of Ordinance 1771.  Council member 
Oelschlager seconded the motion.  Voting aye: Oelschlager, Vyhnalek, Bauer, 
Busboom and Foster.  Voting no: None.  Absent: Kohl.  Motion carried.  Mayor 
Crisman declared Ordinance 1771 as an ordinance of the City of Crete, Nebraska.  
The Clerk was directed to publish the ordinance. 


G. Ordinance 1772 Recode Sections 
Council member Busboom introduced Ordinance 1772 and moved that the 


statutory rule requiring reading on three days be suspended.  The Clerk was 
directed to read the ordinance by title. 


AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CRETE, NEBRASKA, TO CHANGE 
CODE SECTION NUMBERS FOR CODIFIED ORDINANCES IN THE CITY CODE 
OF CRETE, NEBRASKA; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF ALL ORDINANCES AND 
PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; PROVIDING FOR A TIME 
WHEN THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BE IN FULL FORCE AND EFFECT; AND 
PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION OF THIS ORDINANCE IN PAMPHLET FORM. 


Council member Foster seconded the motion.  Voting aye: Oelschlager, 
Vyhnalek, Bauer, Busboom and Foster.  Voting no: None.  Absent: Kohl.  Motion 
carried. 


The Clerk was directed to read the ordinance by title.  Council member 
Busboom moved for final passage of Ordinance 1772.  Council member 
Oelschlager seconded the motion.  Voting aye: Oelschlager, Vyhnalek, Bauer, 
Busboom and Foster.  Voting no: None.  Absent: Kohl.  Motion carried.  Mayor 
Crisman declared Ordinance 1767 as an ordinance of the City of Crete, Nebraska.  
The Clerk was directed to publish the ordinance. 


AGENDA ITEM 5 - OFFICERS’ REPORTS:  (The following listed reports may 
be given concerning current operations of the city.  Questions may be asked and 
answered.  No action can be taken by the Council on matters presented under this 
title except to answer any question posed and to refer the matter for further action.) 


Library Director Lisa Olivigni reported that the library will be closed October 
13th so that staff can attend training in Grand Island.  She also reported that October 
28th will be the annual book discussion in the Nebraska Room.  The phone discount 
for the coming year will be approximately $1,100. 


Police Chief Steve Hensel reported that a federal grant, COPS, has been 
received by the public schools for security in the amount of approximately $58,000. 


Public Works Director Tom Ourada reported that: 1) Negotiations are ongoing 
with Black Hills Energy concerning the natural gas capacity for the power plant, 2) 
the notice to proceed has been received and a preconstruction meeting was held on 
the East 13th Street and Iris Avenue improvements, some tree clearing will be done 
October 25th and some material purchases can be made and stored, with the project 
starting around March 1, 2011, 3) the City of West Point has decided not to continue 
to pursue the change in compensation for generation capacity from MEAN since the 
RICE requirements will change how capacity will be leased, the Council will be 
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updated on how this progresses, 4) after the first meeting of the Civic Center 
Advisory Board it appears that Doane is going to be a very helpful partner, 5) there 
is a tree that needs to be moved or removed at Rotary Park for the improvements to 
move forward, the Park and Recreation Committee will address this, 6) the sub 
grade is complete on the south side of West 13th Street and paving should begin 
soon, 7) the water issue on West 11th Street has been addressed and will be 
monitored, 8) SENDD and DED met with City officials to continue work on the 
expansion of a local chemical manufacturer, 9) a new replacement backhoe will be 
purchased from the Combined Utility Reserves, 10) Flag Football has begun and the 
Basketball Tournament scheduled for this season is full. 


Council member Oelschlager reported that the residents along Iris Avenue are 
very pleased with the new street lights. 


City Clerk Wilcox reported that the first part of the application for Civic Center 
funding has been approved by the Department of Economic Development.  The 
second part of the application is due November 1st. 
 AGENDA ITEM 6 - CONSENT AGENDA:  (Council will consider approval of 
the following items.  Explanation may occur for each item and the council may 
approve and or amend and approve the items listed.) 


Council member Vyhnalek moved to approve Consent Agenda items A, B, 
filing of the treasurer’s receipts for audit and the regular claims as endorsed by the 
Finance Committee.  Council member Busboom seconded the motion.  Voting aye: 
Oelschlager, Vyhnalek, Bauer, Busboom and Foster.  Voting no: None.  Absent: 
Kohl.  Motion carried.   


A.  Council Minutes 
 1. September 21, 2010 
 2. September 28, 2010 Special 
B.  Committee Minutes 
 1. Public Works September 29, 2010 
C. Treasurer’s Report August 30, 2010 
D.  Regular Claims (as endorsed by Finance Committee) Total $387,418.66  


AFLAC EMPLOYEE INSURANCE $110.68 
BEATRICE CONCRETE CO. CONCRETE $417.41 
BLACK HILLS ENERGY NATURAL GAS $282.46 
CITY OF CRETE HEALTH FUND SELF FUNDED HEALTH $20,348.65 
CRETE POSTMASTER POSTAGE $644.67 
CRETE TRUE VALUE HDW LOCATOR BATTERIES $209.05 
CULLIGAN WATER SERVICE LAB $11.20 
EAKES OFFICE PLUS OFFICE SUPPLIES $42.58 
ELECTRIC FUND UTILITIES $12,201.66 
FRANSYL EQUIPMENT CO. INC IMPACT DRILL REPAIR $534.97 
GILMORE & ASSOCIATES INC ENGINEERING $1,344.65 
L & L AUTO PARTS PARTS $6.67 
LARM GENERAL INSURANCE $124,880.80 
NAPA AUTO PARTS PARTS $420.39 
Ne HHS  CERTIFICATIONS $93.00 
SEWER FUND UTILITIES $24.44 
TELEDYNE ISCO, INC. LAB $121.00 
THE LAW OFFICE, P.C. LEGAL SERVICES $1,114.80 
UMB BANK N.A. BOND INTEREST $49,356.25 
UPS INTERNET SHIPPING $30.35 
USABLUEBOOK SUPPLIES $304.98 
WALKERS UNIFORM RENTAL UNIFORMS $38.26 
WATER FUND UTILITIES $304.11 
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UTILITY FUND TOTAL   $212,843.03 
AIRPORT AUTHORITY STORAGE $50.00 
ALLAN REETZ MOWING $120.00 
AQUA PLUMBING REPAIRS $76.55 
AS CENTRAL FINANCE NETWK SERV $448.00 
BEATRICE CONCRETE CO. ROCK $505.05 
BLACK HILLS ENERGY NATURAL GAS $136.91 
BOUND TREE MEDICAL, LLC SUPPLIES $208.85 
CHARLES VYHNALEK REIMBURSEMENT $22.00 
CITY BANK & TRUST CO. BOND INTEREST $2,618.75 
CITY OF CRETE HEALTH FUND SELF FUNDED HEALTH $25,837.30 
CRETE AREA MEDICAL CENTER LAUNDRY SERV $75.00 
CRETE GLASS REPAIRS $27.50 
CRETE TRUE VALUE HDW SUPPLIES $546.32 
CRETE VETERINARY CLINIC BOARDING & DISPOSAL $787.65 
CRIST AUTO BODY REPAIR TOWING $90.00 
D.J. WELDING & MFG. REPAIRS $22.40 
DAVID COFFEY CONTRACT SERVICE $444.00 
DODSON ELECTRIC REPAIRS $123.01 
EAKES OFFICE PLUS OFFICE SUPPLIES $797.07 
ELECTRIC FUND CITY USE UTILITIES $6,017.60 
EMS BILLING SERVICES INC RESCUE/TRANSFER BILLING $4,252.37 
FIREGUARD INC. CHARGER $452.36 
GILMORE & ASSOCIATES INC ENGINEERING $2,000.00 
HORNADY AMMUNITION/WEAPONS $219.80 
INTOXIMETERS MAINT/REPAIR $189.00 
JERRY WILCOX REIMBURSEMENT $140.00 
JOSE FLORES INTERPRET $20.00 
LARM GENERAL INSURANCE $122,495.20 
LEAGUE OF MUNICIPALITIES MTG & TRNG $870.00 
LINWELD OXYGEN $70.98 
MANUEL DIMAS INTERPRET $20.00 
NAPA AUTO PARTS PARTS $361.00 
NAT REC & PARK ASSOC DUES & MEMBERSHIPS $145.00 
NE MUNI CLERKS' ASSOC DUES & MEMBERSHIPS $70.00 
OVERHEAD DOOR CO. REPAIRS $83.00 
PAMIDA DISCOUNT CENTER SUPPLIES $179.00 
PATRICIA FEEKEN SERVICES $184.70 
PITNEY BOWES POSTAGE $280.00 
PRIBYL PLUMBING REPAIRS $618.83 
RAY SUEPER REIMBURSEMENT $203.50 
SACK LUMBER CO. SUPPLIES $182.68 
SALINE COUNTY COURT FILING FEES $14.00 
SEWARD ELECTRONICS RADIO COMM REPAIR $210.00 
SEWER FUND UTILITIES $100.18 
SI LUONG INTERPRET $40.00 
STATE TREASURER DOG CAT LIC $47.53 
SUNMART SUPPLIES $54.63 
THE LAW OFFICE, P.C. LEGAL SERVICES $1,148.20 
TOM BUSBOOM REIMBURSEMENT $140.00 
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TOM CRISMAN REIMBURSEMENT $140.00 
WATER FUND UTILITIES $689.71 
TAX FUND TOTAL  $174,575.63 


AGENDA ITEM 7 - ADJOURNMENT:  
Council member Busboom moved that the meeting be adjourned at 8:13 PM.  


Council member Foster seconded the motion.  Voting aye:  Oelschlager, Vyhnalek, 
Bauer, Busboom and Foster.  Voting no: None.  Absent:  Kohl.  Motion carried. 


 
ATTEST: 
   
      
_____________________                             _______________________ 
City Clerk        Mayor    
  
 
(S E A L) 
 
 
 
I, Jerry L. Wilcox, City Clerk for the City of Crete, hereby certify that the foregoing is 
a true and correct copy of the proceedings had and done by the Mayor and Council.  
I hereby certify that a copy of the Open Meetings Act was posted in the back of the 
Council Chambers.  I certify that all of the subjects included in the foregoing 
proceedings were contained in the agenda for the meeting, kept continually current 
and available for public inspection at the office of the City Clerk.  I certify that such 
subjects were contained in said agenda for at least twenty-four hours prior to said 
meeting and that at least one copy of all reproducible material discussed at the 
meeting was available at the meeting for examination and copying by members of 
the public.  I certify that the minutes were in written form and available for public 
inspection within ten working days and prior to the next convened meeting of the 
City Council.  I certify that all news media requesting notification concerning 
meetings of the City Council were provided with advance notification of the time and 
place of said meeting and the subjects to be discussed. 
  
 
___________________________________   
City Clerk       (S E A L)  
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100% 2010 September Cash Invested Total Budget Year to date Percent Budget Year to date Percent
Fund Balance Funds Balance Revenue Revenue Revenue Expense Expense Expense


Ta
x 


Fu
nd


s 
O


pe
ra


tio
ns


**10 General 191,466 0 191,466 2,542,100 2,567,892 101% 3,545,335 2,509,384 71%
10-20 Ambulance 34,744 0 34,744 150,000 175,813 117% 150,100 194,650 130%
10-70 Stop Fund 5,706 0 5,706 1,000 650 65% 2,000 2,665 133%
16 City Hall 28,219 0 28,219 32,700 33,020 101% 32,450 26,243 81%
24 Street & Grade 84,532 0 84,532 544,500 553,028 102% 544,500 531,567 98%
31 Fire Dept. Maintenance 36,378 0 36,378 97,500 102,427 105% 97,650 99,571 102%


31-21 Rescue 56,514 0 56,514 100,000 136,782 137% 101,600 115,135 113%
32 Fire Equipment 21,232 0 21,232 19,500 19,500 100% 19,150 8,894 46%
33 Fire Training 6,059 0 6,059 2,750 2,760 100% 2,750 749 27%
37 Cemetery Maintenance 34,593 114,500 149,093 54,100 169,185 313% 54,000 55,726 103%
39 Transfer Station 31,246 0 31,246 34,500 35,287 102% 34,500 25,487 74%
41 Library 57,970 0 57,970 310,450 312,168 101% 310,460 312,053 101%
42 Parks Maintenance 145,774 0 145,774 160,000 198,639 124% 159,800 125,401 78%


42-22 Recreations 21,065 0 21,065 88,550 103,233 117% 88,300 101,681 115%
43 Swimming Pool Maintenance 65,370 0 65,370 40,000 40,101 100% 40,000 25,909 65%


43-22 Swimming Pool Programs 22,242 0 22,242 61,750 62,816 102% 61,475 59,539 97%
44 Community Center 13,385 0 13,385 15,500 25,694 166% 15,300 17,131 112%
45 1st Street Civic Center 15,884 0 15,884 0 22,500 0% 0 6,616 0%


****65 Reserve 369,230 0 369,230 16,000 376 2% 0 0 0%


Ta
x 


Fu
nd


s 
- O


th
er


11 City Sales Tax 210,969 0 210,969 550,000 689,454 125% 550,000 550,008 100%
14 City Keno 55,607 0 55,607 75,000 56,164 75% 85,000 47,524 56%
17 Enhanced 9-1-1 104,977 0 104,977 28,000 70,584 252% 26,000 13,734 53%
34 Fire Equipment No. 2 169,759 50,451 220,211 54,000 76,368 141% 147,200 34,811 24%
35 Firemens 695 0 695 0 0 0% 0 0 0%
36 Landfill Reserve 129,149 0 129,149 10,250 10,260 100% 5,000 0 0%
38 Cemetery Perpetual Care 5,692 102,364 108,056 2,000 2,186 109% 600 1,782 297%
40 Library Reserve 16,463 197,951 214,414 40,000 231,519 579% 52,500 28,997 55%
51 State Main Avenue Project 122 0 122 0 0 0% 0 0 0%


***61 Capitol Outlay 415,663 13,972 429,635 150,600 206,832 137% 479,000 168,127 35%
62 Capitol Improvements 6,393 0 6,393 3,150,000 289,653 9% 3,000,000 121,896 4%
81 City of Crete Leasing 366 0 366 56,500 58,496 104% 71,500 71,501 100%
92 Airport Purposes 0 0 0 61,800 60,738 98% 61,800 72,690 118%
50 General Obligation 167,722 83,207 250,930 486,000 725,773 149% 451,000 472,922 105%


R
ev


en
ue


 
Fu


nd
s 21 Electric 868,487 4,136,924 5,005,411 6,950,220 7,897,363 114% 7,063,100 7,232,161 102%


21 Consumer Deposit 78,170 308,336 386,506
22 Water 455,683 400,000 855,683 895,800 939,948 105% 728,000 591,946 81%
23 Sewer (123,593) 0 (123,593) 606,800 634,492 105% 581,600 550,600 95%


* O
th


er
s 18 Unemployment Compensation 23,063 0 23,063 0 0 0% 25,000 7,508 30%


19 Insurance Contingency 77,132 0 77,132 0 3,500 0% 125,000 80,912 65%
97 Self-Funding Health 148,491 0 148,491 714,500 712,033 100% 697,135 617,713 89%
95 Payroll 6,891 0 6,891


          Totals 4,059,513 5,407,705 9,467,218 18,102,370 17,227,235 95% 19,408,805 14,883,234 77%


Tax Funds Operations 1,241,611 114,500 1,356,111 4,270,900 4,561,870 107% 5,259,370 4,218,401 80%
Tax Funds - Other 1,115,857 364,738 1,480,595 4,178,150 1,752,255 42% 4,478,600 1,111,071 25%


Bond Fund 167,722 83,207 250,930 486,000 725,773 149% 451,000 472,922 105%
Revenue Funds 1,278,746 4,845,260 6,124,006 8,452,820 9,471,804 112% 8,372,700 8,374,707 100%


* Others 255,577 0 255,577 714,500 715,533 100% 847,135 706,133 83%
Total Funds 4,059,513 5,407,705 9,467,218 18,102,370 17,227,235 95% 19,408,805 14,883,234 77%


* 18, 19, 95, 97 DEBT Principal Interest Total Annual Payment
** See page 2 General Obligation 3,572,740 604,025 4,176,764 517,303


*** See page 3 Revenue Funds 2,535,000 444,990 2,979,990 383,888
**** See page 4 Total 6,107,740 1,049,015 7,156,754 901,190
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ADMINISTRATION 


 
§1-201            Article 2. Elected Officials       §1-203 
 
§1-201  ELECTED OFFICIALS; QUALIFICATIONS AND PROHIBITIONS.  
Elected officials shall be residents and qualified electors of 
the City.  Except as an officer of a Public Power District, 
Public Power and Irrigation District, or Public Utility Company, 
Elected Officials shall hold no other elective office, any 
County office, nor any other office or employment of the 
Municipality.  The acceptance of any County office by any 
elected Municipal official shall be a vacation of the Municipal 
office so held prior to such acceptance.  Further, except as 
provided in Section 1-1004 of this Chapter, such elected 
officials shall not be interested in the profits or emoluments 
of any contract, job, work or service for the City.  (Ref. 16-
305, 16-311, 70-624.04 RS Neb.) 
 
§1-202  ELECTED OFFICIALS; ENUMERATED.  The electors of the 
Municipality shall elect a Mayor at large and one (1) City 
Councilmembers from each ward in each Municipal election year.  
Councilmembers shall be electors of the Municipality and 
residents of the ward from which they were elected.  Terms of 
all elected officials shall commence on the first (lst) regular 
meeting in December of each election year. (Ref. 16-302.01 RS 
Neb.) 
 
§1-203  ELECTED OFFICIALS; MAYOR.  The Mayor shall be elected to 
serve a four (4) year term of office.  The Mayor shall preside 
at all the meetings of the City Council and shall have the right 
to vote when his vote shall be decisive and the City Council is 
equally divided on any pending matter, legislation, or 
transaction and the Mayor shall, for the purpose of such vote, 
be deemed to be a member of the Council.  He shall have the 
superintending control of all the  officers and affairs of the 
Municipality and shall take care that the State and Municipal 
law are complied with.  he may administer oaths, and shall sign 
the commissions and appointments of all the officers appointed 
in the Municipality.  The Mayor shall have the power to approve 
or veto any ordinance passed by the City Council, and to approve 
or veto any order, by-law, resolution, award of or vote to enter 
into any contract, or the allowance of any claim; Provided, that 
any ordinance, order, by-law, resolution, award, or vote to 
enter into any contract, or the allowance of any claim vetoed by 
the Mayor may be passed over his  veto by a  vote of two-thirds  
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§1-203            Article 2. Elected Officials       §1-203 
 
(2/3) of all the members elected to the City Council.  If the 
Mayor neglects or refuses to sign any ordinance, order, by-law, 
resolution, award, or vote to enter into any contract, or the 
allowance of any claim, and returns the same with his objection  
in writing at the next regular meeting of the Council, the same 
shall become law without his signature.  The Mayor may veto any 
item or items of any appropriation bill, and approve the 
remainder thereof.  The item or items so vetoed may be passed by 
the Council over his veto as in other cases. 
 Provided further, as to any measure or item which is 
subject to an imposed or required time limitation for approval 
or disapproval by the Council, the Mayor shall exercise his/her 
veto at the meeting at which such measure or item is passed and 
approved.  As to any other measure or item passed and approved 
by the Council, if the Mayor does not exercise his veto at the 
meeting at which the measure or item is passed and approved, 
then such veto shall be exercised within ten (10) days 
immediately following its passage and approval by the City 
Council. 
 After the Mayor has exercised his veto, the Council may 
pass such measure or item so vetoed over the Mayor's veto, if 
the veto is exercised during the Council Meeting at which it was 
passed and approved by the Council, at the same meeting or at a 
regular or special meeting of the Council within thirty (30) 
days after such veto was exercised. 
 The veto of the Mayor and the reasons stated therefore when 
exercised after the meeting during which the measure or item was 
passed and approved by the Council shall be filed with the City 
Clerk by the Mayor and the same shall be made a part of the 
minutes and records of the City Council at its next regular or 
special meeting.  If the Council passes the measure or item over 
the Mayor's veto by vote of two-thirds (2/3) majority of all 
members elected to the Council, then such measure shall become 
law without his signature as aforesaid.  If the measure or item 
is not passed over the Mayor's veto by vote of two-thirds (2/3) 
of majority of all the members elected to the City Council, then 
such veto shall stand and such measure or item as vetoed shall 
be of no force and effect. 
 The Mayor shall communicate to the Council such information 
and recommend such measures as in his opinion may tend to 
improve the Municipality, and may have such jurisdiction as may 
be vested in him by  ordinance over all  places within (2) two  
Miles of the corporate limits of the Municipality for the 
enforcement of  health or quarantine  laws and the  regulation  
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thereof.  The Mayor shall have the power after the conviction of 
any person to remit fines and forfeitures, and to grant 
reprieves and pardons for all offenses arising under the laws of 
the Municipality.  In the event that there is a vacancy in the 
office of Mayor, or in the event the Mayor is absent or unable 
to fulfill the duties and obligations of his office, the 
President of the Council shall exercise the powers and duties of 
the office until the vacancy shall be filled, such disability is 
removed, or in the case of temporary absence, until the Mayor 
returns. (Ref. 16-312 thru 16-316 RS Neb.) 
 
§1-204  CITY COUNCIL; ACTING PRESIDENT.  The City Council shall 
elect one (1) of its own body at the first (1st) meeting in 
December of each year who shall be styled the President of the 
Council, and who shall preside at all meetings of the City 
Council in the absence of the Mayor.  In the absence of the 
Mayor, and the President of the Council, the City Council shall 
elect one (1) of its own body to occupy his place temporarily, 
who shall be styled Acting President of the Council.  Both the 
President of the Council and the Acting President of the 
Council, when occupying the position of the Mayor, shall have 
the same privileges as the other members of the City Council, 
and all acts of the President of the Council, or Acting 
President of the Council, while so acting, shall be as binding 
upon the City Council, and upon the Municipality as if done by 
he elected Mayor. (Ref. 16-315, 16-402 RS Neb.) t
 
§1-205  CITY COUNCIL; SELECTION AND DUTIES.  The members of the 
City Council shall be elected and serve for a four (4) year 
term.  One (1) Councilmember from each ward shall be elected at 
each election, so that terms are staggered.  The City Council 
shall be the legislative division of the Municipal Government, 
and shall perform such duties, and have such powers as may be 
authorized by law. (Ref. 16-302.01 RS Neb.) 
 
§1-206  CITY COUNCIL; ORGANIZATION.  City Councilmembers of this 
Municipality shall take office and commence their duties on the 
first (1st) regular meeting date in December following their 
election.  The newly elected Councilmembers who have qualified 
as prescribed by law together with the members of the City 
Council holding over, shall assemble in a regular meeting at the 
hour and place hereinafter prescribed and perfect the 
reorganization of the City Council as herein provided, and all 
appointive offices in which the terms of incumbents are expired 
shall be filled by appointment.  After the said meeting has been  
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called to order, the Municipal Clerk shall report to the City 
Council the names of all City Councilmembers-elect who have 
qualified for their respective offices, and this report shall be 
spread upon the minutes of the meeting preceding the roll call.  
Each ward of the Municipality shall be represented by two (2) 
Councilmembers.  No person shall be eligible who is not at the 
time of his election an actual resident of the ward for which 
he/she is qualified and should any City Councilmember move from 
the ward from which he/she was elected, his/her office shall 
thereby become vacant. (Ref. 16-302.01, 16-307, 32-4,152 RS 
Neb.) 
 
§1-207  ELECTED OFFICIALS; VACANCY. (1) Every elective office 
shall be vacant upon the happening of any of the events 
specified in section 32-560 RS Neb. 


(2) Any vacancy in the office of Mayor shall be filled as 
otherwise provided in this Code.  Any vacancy on the City 
Council resulting from causes other than expiration of the term 
shall be filled by appointment by the Mayor with the consent of 
the City Council to hold office for the remainder of the term. 


(3) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (2), (5), 
or (6) of this section, vacancies in city elected offices shall 
be filled by the Mayor and City Council for the balance of the 
unexpired term.  Notice of a vacancy, except a vacancy resulting 
from the death of the incumbent, shall be in writing and 
presented to the Council at a regular or special meeting and 
shall appear as a part of the minutes of such meeting.  The 
Council shall at once give public notice of the vacancy by 
causing to be published in a newspaper of general circulation 
within the city or by posting in three (3) public places in the 
City the office vacated and the length of the unexpired term. 


(4) The Mayor shall, within four (4) weeks after the 
meeting at which such notice of vacancy has been presented or 
upon the death of the incumbent, call a special meeting of the 
Council or place the issue of filling such vacancy on the agenda 
at the next regular meeting at which time the Mayor shall submit 
the name of a qualified registered voter to fill the vacancy for 
the balance of the unexpired term.  The Council shall vote upon 
such nominee, and if a majority votes in favor of such nominee, 
the vacancy shall be declared filled.  If the nominee fails to  
receive a majority of the votes, the nomination shall be 
rejected and the Mayor shall, at the next regular or special 
meeting, submit the name of another qualified registered voter 
to fill the vacancy.  If the subsequent nominee fails to receive 
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a majority of the votes, the Mayor shall continue at such 
meeting to submit the names of qualified registered voters in 
nomination and the Council shall continue to vote upon such 
nominations until the vacancy is filled.  The Mayor shall cast 
his or her vote for or against the nominee in case of a tie vote 
of the Council.  All Council members present shall cast a ballot 
for or against the nominee.  Any member of the Council who has 
been appointed to fill a vacancy on the Council shall have the 
same rights, including voting, as if such person were elected. 


(5) The Mayor and Council may, in lieu of filling a 
vacancy in a City elected office as provided in subsections (2) 
through (4) of this section, call a special city election to 
fill such vacancy. 


(6) If vacancies exist in the offices of a majority of the 
members of the City Council, the Secretary of State shall 
conduct a special city election to fill such vacancies. 


(7) No official who is removed at a recall election or 
resigns after the initiation of the recall process shall be 
appointed to fill the vacancy resulting from his or her removal 
or the removal of any other member of the same governing body 
during the remainder of his or her term of office. (Ref 32-560 
through 32-572, 32-1308 RS Neb.) (Ord. No. 1412 08/18/98) 
 
§1-207.01 VACANCY DUE TO UNEXCUSED ABSENCES. 


(A) In addition to the events listed in Neb. RS 32-560 and 
any other reasons for a vacancy provided by law, after notice 
and a hearing, a vacancy on the City Council shall exist if a 
member is absent from more than five consecutive regular 
meetings of the council unless the absences are excused by a 
majority vote of the remaining members.  (Neb. RS 19-3101) 


(B) The City Council shall take a vote on whether to excuse 
a member's absence from a meeting upon either (1) a written 
request from the member submitted to the City Clerk or (2) a 
motion of any other council member. 


(C) If a council member has been absent from six 
consecutive regular meetings and none of the absences have been 
excused by a majority vote of the remaining members, the City 
Clerk shall include this as an item on the agenda for the next 
regular meeting. At that meeting, the council shall set a date 
for a hearing and direct the City Clerk to give the member 
notice of the hearing by personal service or first-class mail to 
the member's last-known address. 


(D) At the hearing, the council member shall have the right 
to present information on why one or more of the absences should 
be excused. If the council does not excuse one or more of the  
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member's absences by a majority vote at the conclusion of the 
hearing, there shall be a vacancy on the council. (Ord. 1561, 
05/06/03) 
 
§1-208 ELECTED QFFICIALS; RESTRICTIONS ON OTHER EMPLOYMENT OR 
ELECTIVE OFFICE. (1) The Mayor and members of the Council shall 
hold no other elective or appointive office or employment with the 
City. 


(2) For purposes of this section, (a) elective office 
means any office which has candidates nominated or elected at 
the time of a statewide primary election, any office which has 
candidates nominated at the time of a statewide primary election 
and elected at the time of a statewide general election, any 
office which has candidates elected at the time of a statewide 
general election, any office which has candidates nominated or 
elected at a city or village election, and any office created by 
an act of the Legislature which has candidates elected at an 
election and includes an office which is filled at an election 
held in conjunction with the annual meeting of a public body 
created by an act of the Legislature and (b) high elective 
office means a member of the Legislature, an elective office 
described in Article IV, Section 1 or 20, or Article VII, 
Section 3 or 10, of the Constitution of Nebraska, or a county. 
city, or school district elective office. 


(3) No candidate for member of the Legislature or an 
elective office described in Article IV. Section 1 or 20, or 
Article VII, Section 3 or 10, of the Constitution of Nebraska 
shall be eligible to file as a candidate, to petition on the 
ballot as a  candidate, to accept a nomination by a  political  
party or by party convention, caucus, or committee to fill a 
vacancy, or to be a declared write-in  candidate for more than  
one elective office to be filled at the same election except for 
the position of delegate to a county, state, or national 
political party convention.  No candidate for any other high 
elective office shall be eligible to file as a candidate, to 
petition on the ballot as a candidate, to accept a nomination by 
a political party or by party convention, caucus, or committee 
to Pill a vacancy, or to be declared a write-in candidate for 
more than one high elective office to be filled at the same 
election. 


(4) Except as provided in subsection (5) or (7) of this 
section, no person shall be precluded from being elected or 
appointed to or holding an elective office for the reason that 
he or she has been elected or appointed to or holds another 
elective office. 
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(5) No person serving as a member of the Legislature or in 


an elective office described in Article IV, Section 1 or 20, or 
Article VII, Section 3 or 10, of the Constitution of Nebraska 
shall simultaneously serve in any other elective office, except 
that such a person may simultaneously serve in another elective 
office which is Filled at an election held in conjunction with 
the annual meeting of a public body. 


(6) Whenever an incumbent serving as a member of the 
Legislature or in an elective office described in Article IV, 
Section 1 or 20, or Article VII, Section 3 or 10, of the 
Constitution, of Nebraska assumes another elective office, 
except an elective office filled at an election held in 
conjunction with the annual meeting of a public body. The office 
first held by the incumbent shall be deemed vacant. 


(7) No person serving in a high elective office shall 
simultaneously serve in any other high elective office. 


(8) Notwithstanding subsections (5) through (7) of this 
section, any person holding more than one high elective office 
upon September 13, 1997, shall be entitled to serve the 
remainder of all terms for which he or she was elected or 
appointed. (Ref 16-305, 32-109, 32-603, 32-604 RS Neb.) (Ord.  
1409 08/18/98) 
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MAYOR’S APPOINTMENTS 
October 19, 2010 


 
 
Name 


 
Address 


Year 
Appointed 


Term 
Expires 


 
Term 


 
 
 


EMPLOYEE RETIREMENT 
Deputy Clerk  2010   
Mayor  2010   
Kevin Sunken 1625 Boswell 2010 9/1/2014 4 
Rolly Church 810 CR 2350 2010 9/1/2014 4 
Lyle Brown 1018 Ivy 2010 9/1/2014 4 
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Crete Police Department 
 


To: Mayor Tom Crisman     Date:  October 14, 2010 
From: Police Chief Steve Hensel 
Subject: Investigation into Welfare Check (0902028) of February 20, 2009 
 
 
  I submit this response as the Chief of Police of the City of Crete, Nebraska. 
 
  On October 12, 2010, you directed me to investigate the incident leading to the police 
response to a “Welfare Check” at 1046 Ivy #1 on February 20, 2009 and the 
subsequent damage of a door owned by Dr. Gary Lothrop.  This is my response to your 
directive. 
 
  Given recent experiences, I understand that timelines are relevant to special claims; 
however, the discussion points offered by Dr. Lothrop were procedural in nature and, 
therefore, my investigation focused upon police procedure. 
 
1. Situation (as gleaned from the Call for Service Control Card)1: 
 
  On Friday, February 20, 2010 at 16:34hrs (4:34pm), Officer George Scusa was 
dispatched to 1046 Ivy #1 in the City of Crete to check on the welfare of the resident 
there.  The information available (and recorded) was that the Reporting Party (RP) had 
“not heard from him (resident) in 3 weeks and the phone is now disconnected.”  The RP 
had left a note on the resident’s door during the past weekend (no less than 5 days 
earlier) asking to be contacted. 
 
  Upon arrival Officer Scusa “got no answer” at the door and called for assistance from 
Officer Dawn Edmonds.  After speaking to neighbors, Officer Scusa remained unaware 
of the condition or location of the resident and chose to forcibly enter the residence. 
 
  The resident arrived minutes after entry was made and the officer conveyed the 
message from the RP. 
 
2. Investigation: 
 
  I began my investigation on October 13, 2010 by first asking Communication 
Supervisor Patricia Feeken to collect the voice recordings of all radio and telephone 
communication pertaining to this call for service on February 20, 2009. 
 
  I listened to the audio recordings below: 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
1 Call for Service Control Card 0902028 
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February 20, 2009 Telephone & Radio 
 
1634 
(4:34pm) 


Telephone RP requests welfare check 


   
1636 Radio Officer Scusa dispatched/acknowledged 
   
1637 Telephone RP calls back to insure receipt of proper address 
   
1639 Radio Officer Scusa arrives 
   
Unk Telephone 


(Line 3)2 
Officer Scusa requests vehicle registration check; contact be made 
with CAMC to determine if resident is patient; and determination of 
property ownership 


   


1645 Radio 
Officer Scusa desiring to know if the Communications Center has 
called CAMC 


   


1646 Radio 
Comm Center informs Officer Scusa that plates registered to 
resident 


   
1647 Telephone Comm Center calling CAMC  
   
1647 Radio Comm Center informs Officer Scusa that resident is not a patient at 


CAMC 
 
Officer Scusa informs Comm Center that no one is at home in other 
apartments 


   


1649 Radio 
Officer Scusa requests assistance from incoming officer (1700 shift 
change).  Comm Center advises Officer Scusa is sole officer on-duty 
at present 


   
1650 Radio Officer Scusa requests the assistance of Lt Young 
 Telephone Comm Center call to Lt. Young – no answer 
   


1651 Radio 
Comm Center informs Officer Scusa that Officer Dawn Edmonds 
(1700 officer) is on her way 


   


1653 Telephone 
Comm Center call to Comm Supervisor Feeken to discuss 
ownership of property 


   
1655 Radio Officer Edmonds arrives on scene 
   
1650 Telephone Call to the Utility Office – disconnected (cause unknown) 
   


1656 Radio 
Comm Center informs Officer Scusa that “Lothrops” owns the 
property 


                                                 
2 Line 3 is not recorded 
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February 20, 2009 Telephone & Radio (Continued) 
 


Unk 
Telephone 


(Line 3) 
Officer Scusa call to the Comm Center requesting Dr. Lothrop 
secure the apartment (Entry made prior to this call) 


   


1700 Telephone 
Comm Center call to Lothrop Animal Clinic – Informed Dr. Gary 
Lothrop of damage to door at property and requesting his presence.  
Dr. Lothrop advises he can “get there in 15 minutes or so” 


   


1702 Radio 
Comm Center informs Officer Scusa that Dr. Lothrops “ETA” 
(estimated time of arrival) is 15 minutes 


   


1705 Radio 
Officer Edmonds requests Comm Center to contact RP… Resident 
just arrived 


   


1706 Telephone 
Comm Center call to RP advising resident is fine… Includes 
message from Officer Edmonds (below) “did not see note” RP left 
for him 


 Radio 
Officer Edmonds informs Comm Center that resident will call RP “did 
not see note” 


   
1706 Radio Officer Edmonds advises officers will “clear” (leave) scene* 
 
* Officer Edmonds returned to patrol while Officer Scusa remained on scene to meet with Dr. 
Lothrop. 
 
Interviews of Department Employees 
 
  I spoke to Officer Scusa about this Call for Service once again.  Officer Scusa said that 
when he arrived he had attempted to contact a few neighbors to gather information 
about the resident but just prior to entry, as he put it, “Shit, I was there long enough and 
it was time to go in.”  It was at this point that Officer Scusa said he made entry with 
Officer Edmonds.  Officer Scusa did not recall how many times he hit the door with a 
sledge hammer before it opened. 
 
  I spoke to Officer Edmonds when she arrived for work.  She said that she saw the note 
left by the RP at eye-level on the door.  It was dated days before and it was placed in a 
manner that would be obvious to anyone who might enter.  She also remembered the 
resident’s vehicle being present.  Officer Edmonds said that she considered it likely the 
resident was inside and in need of assistance.  She added that she and Officer Scusa 
had a brief discussion prior to entry about the efforts already made to ascertain the 
condition of the resident and not waiting any longer.  When I asked her about the 
number of strikes, Officer Edmonds said that “it began to give on the first hit” and that 
“every hit was effective”.  She concluded by saying, “it gave after a few hits”. 
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  I spoke to Telecommunicator Debbie Albers, the telecommunicator on-duty at the time 
of the incident.  She related to me that she remembered the RP saying that she had left 
a note on the door several days before and that the RP seemed very concerned. 
Telecommunicator Albers recalled handling a Rescue call just prior to this Welfare 
Check.  With a quick database search she retrieved the Call for Service Control Card for 
this Rescue call to Farmland Foods at 1620hrs.3  By reviewing the card, I determined 
that she continued to focus upon and completed tasks associated with this Rescue call 
through 1701hrs while simultaneously responding to the requests made by Officer 
Scusa to identify the property owner, run a vehicle registration check, contact CAMC, 
call Lieutenant Young, and dispatch Officer Edmonds. 
 
3. Responses to Dr. Lothrop’s Discussion Points of October 8, 2010: 
 


1) The Police Department does maintain contact information for businesses 
(Including individual landlords owning multiple properties). 
 
2) Forcible entry, even with 15 strikes, may be made far quicker than 5 minutes. 
 
3) Dr. Lothrop’s knowledge of the resident’s condition is not in question; however, 
the officers made their on-scene decisions based upon conditions present and 
what they were reasonably aware of at the time. 
 
4) Dr. Lothrop obviously spent some time and resources repairing the damage. 
 
5) I did speak with Dr. Lothrop and, despite little recollection of our discussion, I 
do not dispute his remarks. 
 
6) Going through a window creates additional threats and delays to the officer(s); 
therefore, entry through a window is not recommended as a primary 
consideration. 
 
7) Officer Scusa has demonstrated the qualities of an excellent officer, of that 
there can be no question; however, he did not make any mistakes in this 
instance under law or procedure. 
 
8) At times, entry by awaiting a key holder or through other access points may be 
more expedient, in the judgment of the officer on-scene, than attempting to 
breach a quality metal door and metal frame. 


 
4. Conclusions: 
 
  Dr. Lothrop has and continues to be a prominent supporter of the Crete Community, 
local law enforcement agencies and emergency operations.  His requests for review 
and discussion of this police response are both reasonable and appreciated.  Dr. 
Lothrop continues to hold the respect of the Police Department. 
                                                 
3 Call for Service Control Card 0902027 
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  Telecommunicator Albers efficiently handled the many tasks associated with these 
Calls for Service and effectively responded to the demands placed upon her. 
 
  The officers were aware of the property owner’s identity until Telecommunicator Albers 
called Officer Scusa by radio at 1656hrs.  Four minutes later, Telecommunicator Albers 
was calling Dr. Lothrop by telephone to inform him that the officers had already made 
entry.  When considering the time necessary to properly clear the apartment and the 
time needed by Officer Scusa to call and request Telecommunicator Albers to contact 
Dr. Lothrop with the appropriate information, I conclude the officers had made entry 
prior to Telecommunicator Albers notifying them of ownership. 
 
  There was reason to believe the resident was inside and possibly required aid.  The 
officers’ primary concern was for the resident’s physical safety and entered as public 
servants in a Community caretaking capacity.  The officers’ related actions were in the 
best interests of the Community-at-large.  The on-scene actions and requests made by 
Officer Scusa demonstrate that he did not make his decisions rashly. 
 
5. Considerations for Elected Officials: 
 
  Situations encountered by this law enforcement agency are, at times, dynamic and 
may be complicated further by simultaneous events requiring Department employees to 
divide their attentions between numerous unrelated tasks.  The key to success in such 
instances is not the adherence to checklists but rather sound training and maintaining a 
proper concern for those we serve.  It is within these parameters where discretion is 
best applied… and I see that it was. 
 
6. Recommendations: 
 
  I do not presume to offer any recommendation regarding the payment of the special 
claim: This matter was addressed by the Governing Body on October 5, 2010. 
 
  I have no reason to recommend procedural changes. 
 
  Finally, in light of the facts, I recommend an understanding and compassionate 
response to Dr. Lothrop and an equally understanding and supportive stance with 
regard to the officers’ decisions and actions. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Steve Hensel 
Chief of Police 
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